Mass Times

Saturday Mass:
5:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses:
8:00 a.m. Spanish
9:30 a.m. English

11:30 a.m. Spanish

Confession: 4:30 p.m., Saturdays
6:30 p.m., Wednesdays

Sunday Masses are Live Streamed
on Facebook, YouTube, or
our website: www.stleosonoma.org

Weekday Mass:
8:30 a.m. M, W— F (no Mass on Tuesday)
7:00 p.m. — Wed. — Spanish Mass

3 Sacraments 3
Baptisms: Call the office, (707) 996-8422
Weddings: Call the office, (707) 996-8422

MASS INTENTIONS Jan 21st - Jan. 29%

Sat 21 5:00 pm Bob Benziger t
Sun22  9:30am  Ann Smith
Mon23 8:30am Felix Mapa t
Tues 24 NO MASS

Wed 25 8:30am Bill Maffei
Thurs 26 8:30 am  Bernie Cotter t
Friday 27 8:30 am Ed Scanlon t
Sat 28 5:00 pm  Robert (Bobby) Benziger t
Sun29  9:30am Doris Peterson t
Sunday Collection: $ 3,627.
Christmas (total): $22,006.

2022 ANNUAL PARISH CAMPAIGN UPDATE
128 Parishioners pledged: $131,097. 90%

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

Jan 24 SV Hospital open sessions, 6PM, LSW
Jan 27 Spanish Alenon, Matthews Hall 6:30PM
Feb3 1%t Friday Adoration following Mass

Feb 4/5 2 Collection, St Leo Development Fund
Feb 22 Ash Wednesday

SANCTUARY LAMP
Dedication for January
St. Joseph

5t SUNDAY 274 COLLECTION FOR SVDP:
Your contribution to this very important collection
helps to keep the Food Pantry stocked with
staples for anyone in need of food.

SVDP needs your unwanted paper and plastic
shopping bags. Please bring your bags to the
parish office.

ADULT ED AT ST. LEO’S IS RESTARTING!
We plan to start by opening a conversation
around the institutional Church’s relationship with
the LGBTQ+ community and the Church’s service
to LGBTQ+ people. We propose reading Building
a Bridge by Fr. James Martin, SJ, and then
gathering for a discussion and meal in the LSW.
This book group is open to all, whether or not you
know anyone in the LGBTQ+ community.

The book is available on Amazon new $14 Used
$6. If you do not have access let us know and we
can order one for you. Contact;
vickicastborn@aol.com.

For more information visit our website, under the
Faith Formation tab click on ADULT EDUCATION.

ST. LEO’S BOCCE CLUB NEWS: Opening Day
Celebration is set for April 29%, Join us for an
afternoon of clinics, an evening of Open Play and
the Picazo Food Truck from 5 — 7 p.m. Tickets
for food are $25 per person. BYOB. To find out
more about this and other upcoming events, take
a Jan. 2023 Bocce Club Newsletter home today.

SONOMA VALLEY HOSPITAL INVITES
COMMUNITY TO THINK TANK SESSIONS:
The sessions will touch upon three areas: new
programs & services, redevelopment at existing
hospital, and a service site for the westside of
Sonoma Valley. Anyone may register to attend,
however, space is limited.

DATE: Tuesday, January 24 @ 6 -7:30pm at St.
Leo’s in the Lillian Wing.

RSVP: To register call, (707) 935-5257 or email;
community@sonomavalleyhospital.org.

Habra interpretacion simultanea en espafiol.

You are invited to the 2023 RALLY FOR LIFE!
Date: TODAY, Sunday, Jan. 2274, 2 — 3:30 p.m.
Place: S.R. Christian Church, 1315 Pacific Ave.,
Santa Rosa. A flyer with full details is on the
outside bulletin board

REQUEST FROM MAD HATTERS FOR

YARN: The Mad Hatters are looking for happy
colored yarn in which to make hats for the valley
homeless. Please drop your yarn at the office or
in the Ushers room in the church.

The Gospels are like a hall of mirrors or melodies that reveal in manifold ways who
and how you really are and can BE!

It must seem strange to the ordinary reader of last Sunday’s reading taken from the Gospel of John that
the character John the Baptist would say of Jesus, [ myself did not know him. Indeed he repeats it later:
I myself did not know him; but he who sent me . . . said to me: he on whom you see the Spirit descend .
. . baptizes with the Holy Spirit.

Not to quibble, but how could John the Baptist say he didn't know Jesus when Luke's Gospel connects
John the Baptist and Jesus at the very time of their birth, their mothers being close cousins — and
therefore the boys too? | mean close enough to have in some way grown up together? Even later as
active adults in Matthew's Gospel John the Baptist seems confused about what Jesus is up to. While
he is in prison John sends his disciples to ask Jesus, Are you the one who is fo come, or shall we look
for another?

It makes us modern folk think maybe the Gospel writers should have hired a good editor to scan such
seeming discrepancies and publish a more coherent, not self-contradictory account of Jesus. | mean
how can the Gospel of John itself wander off into episodes and style so different from the other three! |
mean — in our age when biographies require thorough editorial checking even for typos, copious
footnotes and indexes before they pass muster — it seems accuracy was hardly the norm when these
Gospels were written.

But scholars now agree that the Gospels were not intended to be biographies. They were meant to be
broadcasts — in the sense of nets broadly cast into the sea — to catch and disentangle our minds and
hearts from the everyday —often- hopeless world we live in. They were composed not so much to
“inform” us but fo draw or even drag us into Gospel experiences of Jesus here and now — like not so
much the cure of only the actual paralytic let down through a roof in Mark’s episode but of the scribes
who are scandalized that anyone but God can forgive another’s sins — to which Jesus says to them and
to you: Sure you can. Watch me. And then he turns to the man on the stretcher and says: Your sins
are forgiven! And then to the spiritually paralyzed scribes and you and me: See! It's easy — read my
lips: “Your sins are forgiven.” That wasn't hard, was it?

So also the episodes of healing a blind person or of Jesus walking toward you upon the waves of your
distress to bring you calm or of the woman about to be stoned to death to whom Jesus says, even as
the crowd dissolves: Where are they? Has no one condemned you? Neither do |. These Gospel
episodes are designed to happen even as you read them — and happen to you, whether you are simply
a face in the crowd or even a Pharisee. They are not dead letters upon a page but alive, emerging from
the page to embrace you as you are and can be. They are about Christ not as a figure out of the past
but as one “Event” after another whose touch is just an inch or two from you own fingertips.

John's Gospel says: In the beginning was the Word — the Hebrew word for Word can also mean Event,
a Happening. So when you immerse your imagination into a Gospel story something is supposed to
happen! In some way or other you should be able to pick up your pallet and go home.

Geoff Wood




