Mass Times

Saturday Mass:
5:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses:
8:00 a.m. Spanish
9:30 a.m. English

11:30 a.m. Spanish

Sunday Masses are Live Streamed
on Facebook, YouTube, or
our website: www.stleosonoma.org

Weekday Mass:
8:30 a.m. M, W~ F (ho Mass on Tuesday)
7:00 p.m. — Wed. — Spanish Mass

3 Sacraments 3
Baptisms: Call the office, (707) 996-8422
Weddings: Call the office, (707) 996-8422

MASS INTENTIONS February 26™ — March 6™

Sat 26 5:00 pm Emme Field +

Sun27  9:30am Ernest Daligcon t

Mon28 8:30am Ed Hollis *

March

Tues 1 8:30 am NO MASS

Wed 2 8:30 am  Nora Daligcon *

Thurs 3 8:30 am  Rosito Correa t

Friday4 8:30 am Beth Mc Elwell, Special intention

Sat5s 5:00 pm Rosito Correa T
Sun 6 9:30 am  Jean Mellinger t

FISCAL LOG February 19/20

Sunday Coliection: $ 2,827.

ANNUAL PARISH CAMPAIGN ‘21 UNDATE:
158 Parishioners have pledged: $146,416.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

Mar 2 Ash Wednesday Schedule
8:30AM, 12noon, 5:00PM & 7:00PM
Collection for Central & Eastern Europe

Mar 5/6 2nd Collection — St Leo’s Dev. Fund
Mar 13 Daylight Saving begins,
set your clocks ahead 1 hour

Mar 19/20 CA. Relief Service & CA. Camp. For

Human Development
March 20  Spring Begins
April 2/3 2™ Collection — St Leo’s Dev. Fund
April 17 EASTER SUNDAY

MEN’S CLUB BOCCE BALL COURT UPDATE:
Our Men’s Club are seeking persons willing to be
part of a formation committee of a new Bocce Ball
league to begin play in May. We are wide open for
ideas of how to make best use of this new facility
and welcome the full community’s participation.
Those willing to help in forming a league should
contact Rick Schuhriemen at (707) 217-9710 or
rick.sch@comcast.net. A meeting of those
interested will be scheduled soon to discuss our
future plans. If you cannot be involved in a
committee but want to play in a new league,
please send a note with your contact info and
experience and we will reach out to you as plans
come together. No previous playing experience
needed.

IS A CARE GIVER NEEDED? ARE YOU A

CARE GIVER LOOKING TO HELP?

If you answer either of these questions with a
YES, please contact the parish office and leave
your information. We are compiling lists for
helpers and for people seeking help.

SPARE CHANGE FUNDRAISER FOR LENT:

Once again during Lent we will have our Spare
Change Fundraiser. The money collected will go
toward the completion of the children’s residence at
an orphanage in India that Fr. Jojo visits.

The first floor of the building was completed with the
money collected from last year’'s Spare Change
fundraiser. Jars will be available in the Ushers
Room for pickup after Ash Wednesday.

DON'T FORGET TO SPRING FORWARD on
Saturday, March 12! before lights out.

MARCH 2, 2022
ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE

8:30 AM  Mass and Ashes, in English
12noon Liturgy & Ashes, in English
5:00 PM Liturgy & Ashes, in English
7:00 PM Mass and Ashes, en Espaiiol

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast
and abstinence, that is, limited to a single, full
meal and abstinence from meat.

The other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence
from meat.

On Ash Wednesday's special collection supports
the Church in Central and Eastern Europe. Your
donation helps restore the Church and build the
future in more than 25 countries. Funds support
reconstruction, education, formation, and poverty
outreach.

2:d COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND:

This collection is for St. Leo’s Development Fund.
Donations to this very important collection help
pay for the upkeep of the church, rectory,
classrooms, and general landscaping for the
parish compound.

SANCTUARY LAMP
Dedication for February ,
Deceased Members of the Mapa Family

A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good.

My guess is that today’s first and Gospel reading promote the moral virtue calfled prudence, which in
today’s constantly contested atmosphere has fallen off the charts. In the simplest terms prudence means
“handle with care”, which could pass as an aspect of love. But we live in a media age of extremely
“careless” talk as if one side or the other might claim its exclusive grasp of what's true.

Of course "true” popularly means correct, factual, verifiable in some experimental way — in the manner of
Thomas Gradgrind in the novel Hard Times by Charles Dickens. Gradgrind ran a school in the industrial
(and smoky) town of Coketown in the mid 1800’s. His aim was to Teach these boys and girls nothing but
Facts. Facts alone are wanted in life. Plant nothing else, and root out everything else. You can only form
the minds of reasoning animals upon Facts; nothing else will ever be of any service to them.

Thereupon he asks a student named Bitzer to define a horse. Bitzer's correct answer is: Quadruped.
Graminivorous. Forty teeth, namely twenty four grinders . . its anatomy reduced to numbers — which can’t
liel Seems like that's what prevails as true nowadays. | used to see my doctor and talk about my health;
now I'm shown a screen with 2.4, 2.6. . . . 3.1. No signal at all about my growing anxiety as | see the
statistic rise!

So also with Bitzer's horse. His “useful” description bears no likeness to that of God's description of a
horse in the Book of Job: Do you give the horse his strength, / and clothe his neck with a mane? / Do you
make him quiver like a locust, / while his thunderous snorting spreads terror? / He paws the valley, he
rejoices in his strength . . .Those are “facts” only poetry can reveal. Something Gradgrind's daughter
reveals when later in life she says:: Father, you frained me from my cradle. How could you give me life
and take from me all those precious things that make life worth living. Where are the graces of my soul?
Where are the sentiments of my heart? What have you done, oh Father, with the garden that should have
bloomed in this great wilderness here? And she struck her breast.

We normally take truth to mean correct — case closed. After the evidence is weighed in a courtroom we
declare a verdict based as the clerk said on “the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth”.
However, the New Testament word for truth is the Greek aletheia which prudently means the unconcealed
or revealed (as if to say that everything we see is but the outcome of a veil drawn back). In other words
there is an abyss of still concealed reality, hidden, yet to emerge that is inexhaustible.

Doesn't this require then a less brash, a “learn but wait and see” attitude — together? When a sieve is
shaken, the husks appear. Moments occur when we find out we were wrong. The fruit of a tree shows
the care it has had. If it was cultivated by Gradgrind, expect it to be bland if not sour. Could it be that we
are living in a world in which the blind teach the blind? And especially: what a wonderful revelation it is
when it is no longer concealed that | who saw all the faults of my neighbor so clearly awoke to my own
embarrassing mistakes — but in my case | was merciful.

Geoff Wood




